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Trends in Prostate Cancer — United States, 1980—1988 


Among men, carcinoma of the prostate is the second most common cancer and 
the second most common cause of death from cancer in the United States (7 ). During 
1992, an estimated 132,000 men will be diagnosed with and 34,000 will die from 
prostate cancer (2). This report describes trends in prostate cancer incidence and 
mortality by patients’ age, race, and state of residence from 1980 through 1988. 

Incident cases* by age and race for 1980-1988 were determined using data from 
the National Cancer Institute’s Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) 
program. The age, race, and state of residence of persons who died during 1980-1988 
were determined using the underlying cause of death’ from the multiple cause-of- 
death data files compiled by CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics. The denom- 
inators for both rates were derived from intercensal population estimates. Rates were 
standardized to the 1970 age distribution of the U.S. male population. To obtain 
statistically stable rates, age- and race-specific incidence and death rates were 
computed for a 5-year period by using annual data aggregated during the most recent 
5-year period (1984-1988). Race-specific rates are not reported for races other than 
white and black because sufficient denominators were not available. 

From 1980 through 1988, age-adjusted prostate cancer incidence rates increased 
steadily for both black and white men (8% and 30%, respectively) (Figure 1). During 
this period, although the incidence rate was higher for black men than for white men, 
the rate ratio decreased from 1.6 in 1980 to 1.3 in 1988. For men of both races, 
incidence rates varied directly with age (Figure 2); the highest age-specific incidence 
rates occurred for white men aged =85 years and black men aged 80-84 years. The 
difference in annual age-specific incidence rates by race was greatest for the 
youngest age group (i.e., 50-54 years); for black men, the rate was 2.1 times greater 
than for white men (63.9 per 100,000 population versus 30.2 per 100,000). 


*International Classification of Diseases for Oncology, code 185.9. 
"international Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, code 185. 
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From 1980 through 1988, death rates increased 2.5% for white men and 5.7% for 
black men. For each year, the age-adjusted prostate cancer death rate for black men 
was approximately two times higher than that for white men. However, for men of 
both races, death rates increased with age and were higher for men aged =85 years. 
The age-specific difference was greatest for men aged 50—54 years: in this age group, 
the death rate for black men was 3.1 times higher than that for white men (12.2 per 
100,000 versus 3.9 per 100,000). This difference varied inversely with age; the rate 
ratio was 1.3 in the oldest age group (i.e., =85 years). 

Prostate cancer death rates varied by state (Table 1). For white men, rates ranged 
from 18.9 per 100,000 in Arkansas to 28.0 per 100,000 in Vermont. For black men, rates 
ranged from 29.8 per 100,000 in Minnesota to 55.5 per 100,000 in the District of 
Columbia and North Carolina. 

Reported by: Office of Surveillance and Analysis, and Div of Cancer Prevention and Control, 
Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, CDC. 

Editorial Note: The findings in this report indicate that the incidence of prostate 
cancer in the United States has increased steadily since 1980, especially for white 
men; however, both the incidence and death rates remain higher for black men. 
Although the magnitude of this difference in incidence has diminished since 1980, the 
twofold higher death rate for black men has persisted, and the disparity by race has 
been greatest for younger age groups. One potential explanation for this difference is 
that prostate cancer has been more likely to be diagnosed at a later disease stage for 
black men than for white men (3). When stratified by pathologic stage, however, 
survival differences have been similar by race (4). 

Although the etiology of prostate cancer is not clearly understood, age, genetic 
influences, and environmental conditions may be important risk factors (2). The 


FIGURE 1. Age-adjusted prostate cancer incidence* and death’ rates*®, by race — 
United States, 1980-1988 
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*Source: National Cancer Institute, Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results program. 
"Source: CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics, multiple cause-of-death data files. 
*Per 100,000 men. 
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increasing incidence of prostate cancer may reflect, in part, an increase in the 
frequency of screening. Recent studies have demonstrated that the use of prostate- 
specific antigen (PSA) and transrectal ultrasound (TRUS) in conjunction with digital 
rectal examination (DRE) may be useful for early detection of prostate cancer (5—7). 
Therefore, the increasing incidence rate of prostate cancer for white men since 1984 
may be associated, in part, with the greater availability and use of these new 
diagnostic methods (8). In addition, because blacks may seek health care later or 
have less access to medical care, the availability of case information for whites may 
have been more complete than that for blacks in the SEER program. 

Public health surveillance efforts at the state and local levels (e.g., physician-based 
surveillance systems, ambulatory-care surveys, hospitalization data, and cancer 
registries) may assist in further explaining the trends. Legislation to improve state 
cancer registration is pending; improved population-based cancer registries should 
enable state and local health departments to monitor the impact of early detection 
efforts on incidence rates and stage at diagnosis. 

The primary goal of any cancer-screening test and subsequent program should be 
to reduce disease-specific mortality. Despite the improved effectiveness of PSA, 
TRUS, and DRE to detect disease at earlier stages, these methods have not yet been 
associated with a reduction in prostate cancer mortality (9). Although the likelihood 
of 5-year survival with prostate cancer has increased, death rates for prostate cancer 
have not been reduced substantially (70 ). Thus, the value of both mass screening for 
prostate cancer and screening targeted to younger black men is unclear. Continued 
surveillance of cause-specific mortality should assist in determining whether screen- 
ing efforts are successful in detecting earlier disease and whether early treatment of 
disease is effective. 


FIGURE 2. Age-specific prostate cancer incidence* and death’ rates®, by race — 
United States, 1984-1988 
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TABLE 1. Age-adjusted prostate cancer death rates* for men, by state and race — 
United States, 1984-1988 





Rate Rate 
State White Black State Black 











Alabama 21.5 44.9 : Missouri 42.2 
t Tt 


Alaska 23.6 Montana 
Arizona 21.2 42.2 ’ Nebraska 45.1 
Arkansas 18.9 34.6 d Nevada 49.8 
California 22.6 48.7 t New Hampshire 
Colorado 22.5 49.2 A New Jersey 48.9 
Connecticut 22.0 42.7 F New Mexico 44.2 
Delaware 24.8 48.5 2: New York 46.6 
District of North Carolina 55.5 
Columbia 26.1 55.5 ; North Dakota ’ 
Florida 19.9 52.9 : Ohio 50.5 
Georgia 22.8 51.6 F Oklahoma 39.4 
Hawaii 22.9 : Oregon 48.4 
Idaho 24.1 . Pennsylvania 44.8 
Ilinois 21.2 47.8 ; Rhode Island 48.5 
Indiana 22.4 51.7 : South Carolina 52.4 
lowa 23.6 41.0 : South Dakota ? 
Kansas 21.5 41.4 : Tennessee 45.9 
Kentucky 20.2 42.7 ; Texas 38.3 
Louisiana 20.8 43.6 , Utah ’ 
Maine 22.5 . Vermont . 
Maryland 23.4 52.2 : Virginia 53.0 
Massachusetts 23.0 41.3 ; Washington 42.2 
Michigan 22.7 44.0 d West Virginia 32.9 
Minnesota 23.8 29.8 . Wisconsin 44.2 
Mississippi 20.8 39.0 . Wyoming 
*Per 100,000 men. 
"Less than two reported cases per year. 
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Silicosis Among Pottery Workers — New Jersey 


In March 1985, two cases of silicosis in former employees of a sanitary-ware 
pottery (i.e., a manufacturer of china plumbing fixtures) were identified from death 
certificates by the New Jersey State Department of Health (NJSDH). A site visit to the 
pottery in January 1987 revealed potential overexposure of employees to crystalline 
silica throughout the plant. This report summarizes the investigation of employee 
exposure to silica. 

During June 1988, CDC’s National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) and the NJSDH conducted a joint study at this facility to assess both 
crystalline silica exposures and the adequacy of control measures (7 ). Forty-seven 
percent of personal breathing-zone samples exceeded the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration’s (OSHA) permissible exposure limit (PEL) of 100 g/m? for 
crystalline silica; 53% exceeded the NIOSH recommended exposure limit (REL) of 
50 ug/m*. Based on these findings, specific engineering controls and work practices 
were recommended to reduce exposures and prevent additional cases of silicosis. 

During October 1988, NJSDH conducted an on-site medical screening of all 
120 pottery employees and obtained employee medical and work histories, chest 
radiographs, and spirometry. The radiographs were evaluated by three NIOSH- 
certified ‘‘B” readers* (2). Radiographs of five (4%) current employees who were not 
previously known to have pneumoconiosis had readings of 1/0 or greater, generally 
regarded as positive for pneumoconiosis (3). Based on these findings, the company 
agreed to institute a surveillance program to continue medical monitoring of all plant 
employees. 

During October 1988, a follow-up environmental survey by NJSDH to assess the 
extent of compliance with the recommended controls and work practices determined 
that, although the company had implemented many of these recommendations, 
some problems persisted. For example, respirator use remained sporadic despite 
documentation of substantial exposures to crystalline silica dust throughout the 
plant. NJSDH recommended that a comprehensive respirator program be vigorously 
enforced until these exposure levels are reduced below the NIOSH REL through 
appropriate engineering controls and work practices. 

Reported by: D Valiante, MS, P Bost, MS, M Stanbury, MS, J Szenics, MD, Occupaticnal Health 
Svc, New Jersey State Dept of Health. Div of Physical Sciences and Engineering, National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, CDC. 
Editorial Note: Since 1984, the NJSDH has conducted surveillance of silicosis under 
several NIOSH Capacity Building Programs (4). This surveillance system uses both 
morbidity (i.e., hospital discharge) and mortality (i.e., death certificate) data to identify 
cases of silicosis. In addition, NJSDH participates in the Sentinel Event Notification 
System for Occupational Risks (SENSOR) program for surveillance of occupational 
asthma and silicosis, which includes physician reporting of cases of silicosis and 
combines surveillance with retrospective investigation (5). In conjunction with the 
(Continued on page 411) 


*A physician certified by NIOSH to interpret chest radiographs to detect pneumoconiosis using 
the 1980 International Labour Office guidelines. 
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FIGURE I. Notifiable disease reports, comparison of 4-week totals ending June 6, 
1992, with historical data — United States 


DISEASE DECREASE INCREASE CASES CURRENT 
4 WEEKS 


Aseptic Meningitis 442 
ncephalitis, Primary 22 
Hepatitis A 
Hepatitis B 
-—A, Non-B 
, Unspecified 
egionellosis 
Malaria 
Measles, Tota 
Meningococcal Infections 
Mumps 
Pertussis 
Rabies, Animal 
Rubella 
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0.0625 0.25 0.5 
Ratio(Log Scale)* 
IAN) Bevono HISTORICAL UMITS 








*Ratio of current 4-week total to the mean of 15 4-week totals (from previous, comparable, and 
subsequent 4-week periods for the past 5 years). The point where the hatched area begins is 
based on the mean and two standard deviations of these 4-week totals. 


TABLE |. Summary — cases of specified notifiable diseases, United States, 
cumulative, week ending June 6, 1992 (23rd Week) 





Cum. 1992 Cum. 1992 





AIDS* 20,284 Measles: imported 65 
Anthrax indigenous 970 
Botulism: Foodborne 8 Plague 2 
Infant 24 Poliomyelitis, Paralytic’ 
Other Psittacosis 
Brucellosis Rabies, human 
Cholera Syphilis, primary & secondary 
Congenital rubella syndrome Syphilis, congenital, age < 1 year 
Diphtheria Tetanus 
Encephalitis, post-infectious Toxic shock syndrome 
Gonorrhea Trichinosis 
Haemophilus influenzae (invasive disease) Tuberculosis 
Hansen Disease Tularemia 
Leptospirosis 15 Typhoid fever 
Lyme Disease 1,662 Typhus fever, tickborne (RMSF) 














*Updated monthly; last update May 30, 1992 
Two cases of suspected poliomyelitis have been reported in 1992; nine suspected cases were reported in 1991; 4 of the 8 
suspected cases in 1990 were confirmed, and all were vaccine associated 
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TABLE Il. Cases of selected notifiable diseases, United States, weeks ending 
June 6, 1992, and June 8, 1991 (23rd Week) 





Reporting Area 


AIDS* 


Aseptic 
Menin- 
gitis 


Encephalitis 
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Hepatitis (Viral), by type 
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UNITED STATES 


NEW ENGLAND 
Maine 


MID. ATLANTIC 
Upstate N.Y 
N.Y. City 

N.J 

Pa 


E.N. CENTRAL 
Ohio 


W.N. CENTRAL 
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MOUNTAIN 
Mont 
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Wyo 

Colo 

N. Mex 
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Utah 

Nev 


PACIFIC 
Wash 
Oreg 
Calif 
Alaska 
Hawaii 


Amer. Samoa 
C.N.M.1 


20,284 


681 
27 
22 


2,231 


10 
5 
5 

43 

55 


243 
112 
39 


217 


55 


205,441 


18,785 
1,649 
669 
15,930 
330 
207 


36 
72 
48 
17 
22 


248,443 
6,386 
58 


22,424 
1,987 
899 
18,922 
319 
297 


297 
243 
22 
27 


6,955 
263 
12 
19 
6 
198 
15 
13 
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15 
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N: Not notifiable 


U: Unavailable 


*Updated monthly; last update May 30, 1992 
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TABLE Il. (Cont’d.) Cases of selected notifiable diseases, United States, weeks ending 
June 6, 1992, and June 8, 1991 (23rd Week) 


Measies (Rubeola) Menin- 
Malaria y 


9 Mumps Pertussis Rubella 
Reporting Area Indigenous Imported* | Total | infections 


Cum 1992 Cum 1992 Cum. | Cum Cum Cum Cum 


Cum Cum 
1992 1992 1992 1992 1982 | Soop 1982 | esp 1991 | "92 | i992 






































UNITED STATES 327 970 65 1,128 51 1,374 21 581 952 12 97 
NEW ENGLAND 17 14 7 66 1 3 4 59 164 5 
Maine 6 2 42 

N.H 9 1 18 12 

Vt 3 

Mass 5 29 94 

RA 2 

Conn 


MID. ATLANTIC 65 98 
Upstate N.Y 22 56 
7 
14 


22 
E.N. CENTRAL 41 
Ohio 18 
ind 12 
i] 4 
Mich 1 
Wis 


6 
W.N. CENTRAL 


10 13 


W.S. CENTRAL 
Ark 

La 

Okla 

Tex 


MOUNTAIN 
Mont 


Ariz 
Utah 
Nev 


PACIFIC 

Wash 

Oreg 42 
Calif 1,326 
Alaska 1 
Hawaii 6 13 


63 

2 

Amer. Samoa U 24 U 
C.N.M.1 U U 





*For measies only, imported cases includes both Out-of-state and international importations 
N: Not notifiable  U: Unavailable ‘international "Out-of-state 
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TABLE Il. (Cont’d.) Cases of selected notifiable diseases, United States, weeks ending 
June 6, 1992, and June 8, 1991 (23rd Week) 





- Toxic- . Typhus Fever . 
Syphilis + . Tula- Typhoid Tick- Rabies, 
(Primary & Secondary) a. uberculosis remia Fever ( ‘cman ) Animal 
Cum Cum Cum Cum Cum Cum. Cum Cum Cum 
1992 1991 1992 1992 1991 1992 1992 1992 1992 


Reporting Area 





























UNITED STATES 14,998 18,904 107 8,726 9,212 31 138 80 3,505 


NEW ENGLAND 271 10 256 262 13 2 
Maine 46 25 


1 
2 3 
64 126 9 
92 33 
52 75 3 
MID. ATLANTIC J 198 
Upstate N.Y 142 228 
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TABLE Ill. Deaths in 121 U.S. cities,* week ending 
June 6, 1992 (23rd Week) 
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Reading, Pa 
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Scranton, Pa.§ 
Syracuse, N.Y 
Trenton, N.J 
Utica, N.Y 
Yonkers, N.Y 


E.N. CENTRAL 
Akron, Ohio 
Canton, Ohio 
Chicago, II! 
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Atlanta, Ga 
Baltimore, Md 
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Jacksonville, Fla 
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Savannah, Ga 
St. Petersburg, Fia 
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Washington, D.C 
Wilmington, Del 
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*Mortality data in this table are voluntarily reported from 121 cities in the United States, most of which have populations of 100,000 or 


more. A death is reported by the place of its occurrence and by the week that the death certificate was filed. Fetal deaths are not 


included 


tPneumonia and influenza 
$Because of changes in reporting methods in these 3 Pennsylvania cities, these numbers are partial counts for the current week 

Complete counts will be available in 4 to 6 weeks. 
"Total includes unknown ages 


U: Unavailable 
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SENSOR program, NIOSH has published surveillance guidelines for state healthde- 
partments to use in promoting physicians’ recognition and reporting of silicosis (6 ). 

The sanitary-ware pottery industry is classified under standard industrial classifi- 
cation (SIC) 3261—vitreous china plumbing fixtures and china and earthenware 
fittings and bathroom accessories. In the United States, 34 manufacturing facilities 
have a primary SIC of 3261 (7); located in 14 states, half are concentrated in three 
states — California, Ohio, and Texas." Of an estimated 6400 persons employed in this 
industry, approximately 4300 have occupational exposure to crystalline silica (NIOSH, 
unpublished data, 1991). In New Jersey, the predominant industries in which persons 
with silicosis have worked include sand and gravel mines, foundries, and ceramics 
(both china and sanitary ware). 

Persons with silicosis are at substantially increased risk for other pulmonary 
diseases, particularly tuberculosis, bronchitis, and emphysema (8). In the United 
States, each year approximately 250 workers are reported with (9) and 135 die from 
silicosis (70). 

The investigation described in this report underscores the potential health hazards 
associated with the use of crystalline silica in manufacturing sanitary ware. Assess- 
ments of similar facilities have detected the same problems and conditions (i.e., use 
of raw materials high in crystalline silica content, poor or inadequate ventilation to 
control dust sources, poor housekeeping practices, and lack of effective respiratory- 
protection programs for workers). Full implementation of recommended control 
measures should reduce the risk for silicosis among workers in this industry. 
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Changes in Sexual Behavior and Condom Use 
Associated with a Risk-Reduction Program — Denver, 1988-1991 


Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) risk-reduction programs have been devel- 
oped to discourage homosexual/bisexual men (i.e., men who have sex with men) 
from engaging in anal and oral sexual intercourse with partners who are infected with 
HIV or whose infection status is unknown (7 ). The consistent and proper use of latex 
condoms with adequate lubrication may reduce the risk for HIV transmission during 
intercourse (2). To assist these men in understanding and following “safer” sexual 
behaviors, the Denver Disease Control Service conducted a longitudinal cohort study 
as part of CDC’s Demonstration Projects for HIV Prevention and Risk Reduction. This 
report describes the effects of individual counseling sessions—including a basic 
introduction to the availability and proper use of condoms and lubricants—on short- 
and long-term behavior change among a group of homosexual/bisexual men in 
Denver during 1988-1991. 

Participants were recruited from June 1, 1988, through January 31, 1991, through 
referrals from community-based organizations, public clinics, and other health-care 
providers; advertising campaigns; and word-of-mouth communication. Study partic- 
ipants made two visits at study entry, then made follow-up visits every 6 months. 
During initial visits, participants 1) completed self-administered questionnaires re- 
garding knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and sexual behaviors (including condom use); 
2) underwent HIV-antibody testing; 3) received extensive counseling on the natural 
history of HIV infection, modes of HIV transmission, and ways to prevent infection; 
and 4) received skills-provision training, which included placing and removing 
condoms on and off a rubber phallus with lubricant and reviewing a poster about 
condoms and lubricants. The poster reemphasized the risk for transmission of HIV 
associated with anal intercourse; encouraged the use of latex condoms and water- 
based lubricants, including those with nonoxynol-9 spermicide; and discouraged anal 
intercourse without condoms, rectal douching before and after anal intercourse, and 
the use of “natural membrane” condoms and petroleum-based lubricants. At each 
follow-up visit, participants completed questionnaires and received HIV-antibody 
testing and reinforcement of educational messages. Skills-provision training was not 
systematically repeated unless requested by the participant or the project staff 
identified a need for repeat training during risk assessment. 

From 1988 through 1991, 298 men completed questionnaires at both initial and 
12-month visits. Of the participants, 268 (90%) were white; 18 (6%), Hispanic; 9 (3%), 
black; and 3 (1%), unknown. Ninety-five (32%) were HIV seropositive. Respondents 
reported on sexual behaviors in the previous 90 days with primary, occasional, and 
one-time partners.* Completed questionnaires from both initial and 12-month visits 
were available for 180 (60%) to 216 (72%) study participants (Table 1). 

Because there were no substantial differences in sexual behavior or condom use 
between HiV-seropositive and HiV-seronegative men at either initial or 12-month 
visits, the data for these two groups were combined. Paired analysis indicated 
significantly higher rates of discontinuation than relapse for insertive and receptive 


*Respondents were allowed to indicate whether they considered any particular sex partner a 
primary, occasional, or one-time sex partner. 
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anal intercourse with one-time and occasional partners (Table 1). A decrease was 
observed among men who engaged in insertive anal intercourse with primary 
partners (p=0.11); the percentage of men engaging in receptive anal intercourse with 
a primary partner remained the same. 

Among 252 (85%) men who reported condom use, any condom use in the previous 
90 days increased significantly, from 63% at initial visits to 71% after 12 months 
(p<0.05). Based on a 5-point Likert scale, changes in frequency of condom use were 
analyzed for the small proportions of participants who reported insertive or receptive 
anal intercourse at both initial and 12-month visits (Table 2). Paired analysis indicated 
a trend toward increased condom use for men engaging in insertive anal intercourse 
with one-time partners (p=0.07). At both initial and 12-month visits, participants 
reported using condoms more frequently with one-time and occasional partners than 
with primary partners (p<0.01). 

To evaluate the possibility of early changes followed by relapse, interim data for 
6-month visits were also analyzed. For men who engaged in insertive anal intercourse 
with primary partners, condom use increased from 2.6 at the initial visit to 3.2 at 
6 months (p<0.05), followed by a decrease to 3.0 after 12 months. The pattern was 
similar for men having receptive anal intercourse with primary partners: an increase 
from 2.8 to 3.5 at 6 months (p=<0.05), followed by a decrease to 3.0 at 12 months 
(p<0.05). 

Reported by: DL Cohn, MD, CAM Rietmeijer, MD, MS Kane, SG Cooper, CJ Martindale, 


FN Judson, MD, Denver Disease Control Svc. Behavioral and Prevention Research Br, Div of 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases and HIV Prevention, National Center for Prevention Svcs, CDC. 


Editorial Note: The findings in this report indicate that, among study participants in 
Denver, it was possible to achieve a substantial decrease in anal intercourse with 
one-time and occasional partners; these findings may be attributable to the emphasis 
the intervention program placed on the high risks associated with unprotected anal 
intercourse in transmitting HIV (3). In addition, factors outside the risk-reduction 
program may have accounted for some of the reported changes in behavior. For 
example, sexual behavior changes in this group of self-selected men 


TABLE 1. Selected self-reported sexual behaviors in a cohort of homosexual/bisexual 
men at initial and 12-month follow-up visits — Denver, 1988-1991 





Men engaging in behavior 


Abstained, Discontinued, Relapsed,* Present, 
both visits 12-month visit 12-month visit both visits 


Sexual behavior’ No. No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) No. (%) 











Insertive anal intercourse 
One-time partner® 201 111 (55) 46 (23) 19 (10) 25 (12) 
Occasional! partner® 187. 102 (53) 51 = (29) 12 ( 8) 22 (10) 
Primary partner 208 103 (49) 34 = (17) 22 ~=«(11) 49 (23) 


Receptive anal intercourse 
One-time partner® 200 125 (62) 33 (17) 16 ( 8) 26 (13) 
Occasional partner® 180 113 (63) 36 §=(20) 8 ( 4) 23 (13) 
Primary partner 216 110 (50) 24 =(12) 25 ~=—(12) 57 (26) 
*Based on data from 6-month visit. 
"Reported for the 90 days preceding visit. 
’For these sexual behaviors, significantly more men discontinued than relapsed during the 
interval (p<0.05, paired t-test). 
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may have been influenced by changes in community norms or by an increasing 
awareness of the modes of HIV transmission through sources other than the 
intervention project (e.g., national campaigns or other AIDS intervention activities in 
the community) (4). 

Findings in this study also documented an increase in overall condom use between 
the initial and 12-month visits. However, no significant changes occurred in condom 
use by partner types for the small group of men who reported continuing insertive or 
receptive anal intercourse. Consequently, the relatively small change in prevalence of 
reported condom use for anal intercourse may reflect either limited statistical power 
or selection of a subgroup of less motivated men who persisted in these activities. 

The finding that participants were more likely to discontinue anal sex or to use 
condoms with one-time and occasional rather than primary partners may reflect 
decisions in primary partnerships based on knowledge of HIV serologic status (5,6). 
Although this possibility was not evaluated in the current study, other studies among 
HIV-infected patients seeking health care in the same public clinics in Denver have 
documented lower condom use with sero-identical partners (C.A.M. Rietmeijer, 
Denver Disease Control Service, unpublished data, 1992). The initial increase in 
condom use for both insertive and receptive anal intercourse with primary partners at 
6 months followed by a decrease at 12 months may also have been the result of the 
absence of standardized reinforcement of skills-provision training for all study 
participants at the 6-month visit. The increasing use of condoms for insertive anal 
intercourse for one-time partners may be a result of the relative effectiveness of 
interventions in changing active (insertive) behavior compared with an insufficient 
provision of skills in men who engage in receptive intercourse. 

The effects of HIV counseling and testing on sexual behavior of men who have sex 
with men have varied; knowledge of seropositivity has often been associated with 
subsequent decreases in risk behaviors (7). Skills-provision training increases con- 
dom use for insertive anal intercourse (8) and is important in teaching basic skills 
TABLE 2. Likert scale value* of condom use in a cohort of homosexual/bisexual men 


who self-reported engaging in selected sexual behaviors at initial and 12-month 
follow-up visits — Denver, 1988-1991 





Mean value 





Initial 12-month 
Sexual behavior’ No.* visit visit 





Insertive anal intercourse 
One-time partner 25 3.8 4.5 
Occasional partner 22 3.9 3.9 
Primary partner 49 3.0° 3.0° 


Receptive anal intercourse 
One-time partner 26 4.3 4.3 
Occasional partner 23 4.4 4.3 
Primary partner 57 2.9° 3.2° 
*Likert scale for condom use: 1=never, 2=seldom, 3=about half the time, 4=Uusually, 
5 = always. 
"Reported for the 90 days preceding visit. 
’Number of men who reported selected sexual behaviors by type of partner at both initial and 
12-month visits. 
“Comparison of Likert scale values between partner types at initial and 12-month visits; p<0.01 
for primary partners versus one-time and occasional partners (t-test). 
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for condom use and proper choice of lubricants (9). Condom use is a relatively 
complex behavior that involves personality types (e.g., men who have assertive 
communication styles may be more successful in changing condom-use behavior 
with partners) and psychological adjustment that may be facilitated by reinforced 
skills-provision training (10). In addition, learning how to negotiate safer sex skills is 
especially important for men who continue to have sex with occasional and one-time 
partners; counseling and skills-provision training assists men who have sex with men 
to discontinue or decrease anal intercourse and increase condom use. These findings 
suggest the need for HIV prevention counseling and skills-provision training in 
programs providing HIV-prevention intervention for men who have sex with men. 
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Clarification: Vol. 41, No. 22 


In the article, ““HIV Seroprevalence in U.S. Correctional Systems, 1991,” the sixth 
line of the first paragraph on page 389 should read “in federal and 45 state prison 
systems.” 
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